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(57) ABSTRACT

Techniques are provided for association decisions by a user
equipment (UE) or the like. In one example, there is provided
a method that may involve discovering a peer UE, and deter-
mining a first metric for the peer UE. The method may further
involve determining a second metric for a base station in a
wireless area network (WAN). The method may further
involve deciding whether to associate with the peer UE for
peer-to-peer (P2P) communication or with the WAN for com-
munication via the base station based on the first and second
metrics. For example, the first metric may be determined
based onreceived power of the peer UE at the first UE, and the
second metric may be determined based on received power of
the base station at the first UE.
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400 \,\
Vs 420
Receive a P2P signal from the peer UE
{ - 422
Make measurements of the received power of the P2P signal
¢ ~ 424
Determine the first metric based on the measurement

* s 430

The first metric may be determined based on the received power of the
peer UE at the first UE, and the second metric may be determined
based on the received power of the base station at the first UE

+ 432

The first metric may be determined based on the pathloss between the
peer UE and the first UE, and the second metric may be determined
based on the pathloss between the base station and the first UE

Y - 434

The first metric may be determined based on a long-term channel gain
for the peer UE, and the second metric may be determined based on a
long-term channel gain for the base station

* 436

Tthe first metric may be determined based on a C/I of the peer UE at
the first UE, and the second metric may be determined based on a C/I
of the base station at the first UE

* -~ 438

The first metric may be determined based on measurements related to
channel quality for the peer UE, and the second metric may be
determined based on measurements related to channel quality for the
base station

FIG. 4B
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400

\\ 440

The first metric or the second metric may be determined based on an offset

‘ - 442

The offset may be selected to favor association with the peer UE over the
WAN

¢ 444

The offset may be selected to favor association with the WAN over the peer
UE

* ~ 450

The first UE may determine a channel difference indicative of the difference
between a long-term channel gain for the peer UE and a long-term channel
gain for the base station

+ 452

The first UE may associate with the peer UE if (i) the pathloss between the
two UEs is less than the pathloss between the base station and the first UE and
(ii) the channel difference is greater than a threshold; the first UE may
associatc with thc WAN othcrwisc

+ 460

The first UE may determine a long-term C/I of the peer UE and a long-term C/
I of the base station

* ~ 462

The first UE may decide to associate with the peer UE or the WAN based
further on the long-term C/I of the peer UE and the long-term C/1 of the basc
station

FIG. 4C
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ASSOCIATION RULES BASED ON CHANNEL
QUALITY FOR PEER-TO-PEER AND WAN
COMMUNICATION

CLAIM OF PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S.C. §119

The present Application for Patent claims priority to Pro-
visional Application No. 61/415,117, filed Nov. 18, 2010,
entitled “ASSOCIATION RULES BASED ON CHANNEL
QUALITY FOR PEER-TO-PEER AND WAN COMMUNI-
CATION”, which is assigned to the assignee hereof and
hereby expressly incorporated in entirety by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to communication,
and more specifically to techniques for supporting peer-to-
peer (P2P) communication and wireless area network (WAN)
communication.

II. Background

Wireless communication networks are widely deployed to
provide various communication content such as voice, video,
packet data, messaging, broadcast, etc. These wireless net-
works may be multiple-access networks capable of support-
ing multiple users by sharing the available network resources.
Examples of such multiple-access networks include Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) networks, Time Division
Multiple Access (TDMA) networks, Frequency Division
Multiple Access (FDMA) networks, Orthogonal FDMA
(OFDMA) networks, and Single-Carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA) networks.

A wireless communication network may include a number
of'base stations that can support communication for a number
of user equipments (UEs). A UE may communicate with a
base station via the downlink and uplink. The downlink (or
forward link) refers to the communication link from the base
station to the UE, and the uplink (or reverse link) refers to the
communication link from the UE to the base station. The UE
may also be able to communicate peer-to-peer with one or
more other UEs. It may be desirable to efficiently support P2P
communication among UEs and WAN communication
between UEs and base stations.

SUMMARY

The following presents a simplified summary of one or
more aspects in order to provide a basic understanding of such
aspects. This summary is not an extensive overview of all
contemplated aspects, and is intended to neither identify key
or critical elements of all aspects nor delineate the scope of
any or all aspects. Its sole purpose is to present some concepts
of'one or more aspects in a simplified form as a prelude to the
more detailed description that is presented later.

In accordance with one or more aspects of the embodi-
ments described herein, there is provided an association deci-
sion method operable by a mobile entity, such as, for example,
a user equipment (UE) or the like. The method may involve
discovering a peer UE, and determining a first metric for the
peer UE. The method may also involve determining a second
metric for a base station in a wireless area network (WAN).
The method further involve deciding whether to associate
with the peer UE for peer-to-peer (P2P) communication or
with the WAN for communication via the base station based
on the first and second metrics. In related aspects, an elec-
tronic device (e.g., a UE or component(s) thereof) may be
configured to execute the above-described methodology.
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2

In related aspects, the step of determining the first metric
for the peer UE may involve: receiving a P2P signal from the
peer UE; making measurements of received power of the
received P2P signal; and determining the first metric based on
the measurements. In further related aspects, the step of deter-
mining the first metric may involve determining the first
metric based on received power of the peer UE at the first UE.
The step of determining the second metric may involve deter-
mining the second metric based on received power of the base
station at the first UE.

In yet further related aspects, the step of determining the
first metric may involve determining the first metric based on
pathloss between the peer UE and the first UE. The step of
determining the second metric may involve determining the
second metric based on pathloss between the base station and
the first UE. In still further related aspects, the step of deter-
mining the first metric may involve determining the first
metric based on a long-term channel gain for the peer UE. The
step of determining the second metric may involve determin-
ing the second metric based on a long-term channel gain for
the base station.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends,
the one or more aspects comprise the features hereinafter
fully described and particularly pointed outin the claims. The
following description and the annexed drawings set forth in
detail certain illustrative features of the one or more aspects.
These features are indicative, however, of but a few of the
various ways in which the principles of various aspects may
be employed, and this description is intended to include all
such aspects and their equivalents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram conceptually illustrating an
example of a telecommunications system.

FIG. 2 is a call flow diagram for an example technique for
making association decisions for P2P communication or
WAN communication.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an appara-
tus for supporting associations decisions.

FIG. 4A illustrates an example association decision meth-
odology executable by a UE or the like.

FIGS. 4B-C illustrate further aspects of the methodology
of FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5 illustrates details an embodiment of a radio network
including a UE and an eNB which may be configured for
association decisions (e.g., for P2P communication or WAN
communication).

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of an apparatus for associa-
tion decisions, in accordance with the methodology of FIGS.
4A-C.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Techniques for supporting P2P communication and WAN
communication are described herein. These techniques may
be used for various wireless communication networks such as
CDMA, TDMA, FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA and other
wireless networks. The terms “network™ and “system” are
often used interchangeably. A CDMA network may imple-
ment a radio technology such as Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access (UTRA), cdma2000, etc. UTRA includes Wideband
CDMA (WCDMA), Time Division Synchronous CDMA
(TD-SCDMA), and other variants of CDMA. cdma2000 cov-
ers 1S-2000, 1S-95 and IS-856 standards. A TDMA network
may implement a radio technology such as Global System for
Mobile Communications (GSM). An OFDMA network may
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implement a radio technology such as Evolved UTRA
(E-UTRA), Ultra Mobile Broadband (UMB), IEEE 802.11
(Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE 802.20, Flash-
OFDM®, etc. UTRA and E-UTRA are part of Universal
Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS). 3GPP Long
Term Evolution (LTE) and LTE-Advanced (LTE-A), in both
frequency division duplexing (FDD) and time division
duplexing (TDD), are new releases of UMTS that use
E-UTRA, which employs OFDMA on the downlink and SC-
FDMA on the uplink. UTRA, E-UTRA, UMTS, LTE, LTE-A
and GSM are described in documents from an organization
named ‘“3rd Generation Partnership Project” (3GPP).
cdma2000 and UMB are described in documents from an
organization named “3rd Generation Partnership Project 2”
(3GPP2). The techniques described herein may be used for
the wireless networks and radio technologies mentioned
above as well as other wireless networks and radio technolo-
gies.

FIG. 1 shows a wireless communication network 100,
which may be a wide area network (WAN) such as an LTE
network or some other type of WAN. Wireless network 100
may include a number of base stations and other network
entities. For simplicity, only three base stations 110x, 110y
and 110z and one network controller 130 are shown in FIG. 1.
A base station may be an entity that communicates with the
UEs and may also be referred to as a node, a Node B, an
evolved Node B (eNB), an access point, etc. Each base station
may provide communication coverage for a particular geo-
graphic area and may support communication for the UEs
located within the coverage area. In 3GPP, the term “cell” can
refer to a coverage area of a base station and/or a base station
subsystem serving this coverage area, depending on the con-
text in which the term is used. In 3GPP2, the term “sector” or
“cell-sector” can refer to a coverage area of a base station
and/or a base station subsystem serving this coverage area.
For clarity, 3GPP concept of “cell” is used in the description
herein.

A base station may provide communication coverage for a
macro cell, a pico cell, a femto cell, and/or other types of cell.
A macro cell may cover a relatively large geographic area
(e.g., several kilometers in radius) and may allow unrestricted
access by UEs with service subscription. A pico cell may
cover a relatively small geographic area and may allow unre-
stricted access by UEs with service subscription. A femto cell
may cover a relatively small geographic area (e.g., a home)
and may allow restricted access by UEs having association
with the femto cell (e.g., UEs in a Closed Subscriber Group
(CSQG)). In the example shown in FIG. 1, wireless network
100 includes macro base stations 110a, 1105 and 110c¢ for
macro cells. Wireless network 100 may also include pico base
stations for pico cells and/or femto/home base stations for
femto cells (not shown in FIG. 1).

Wireless network 100 may also include relay stations. A
relay station may be an entity that receives a transmission of
data from an upstream station (e.g., a base station ora UE) and
sends a transmission of the data to a downstream station (e.g.,
a UE or a base station). A relay station may also be a UE that
relays transmissions for other UEs. A relay station may also
be referred to as a node, a relay, a relay base station, etc.

Wireless network 100 may be ahomogeneous network that
includes base stations of the same type, e.g., macro base
stations. Wireless network 100 may also be a heterogeneous
network that includes base stations of different types, e.g.,
macro base stations, pico base stations, femto base stations,
relay stations, etc. These different types of base stations may
have different transmit power levels, different coverage areas,
and different impact on interference in wireless network 100.
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For example, macro base stations may have a high transmit
power level (e.g., 20 Watts or +43 dBm), pico base stations
and relay stations may have alower transmit power level (e.g.,
2 Watts or +33 dBm), and home base stations and UEs may
have a low transmit power level (e.g., 0.2 Watts or +23 dBm).
Different types of base stations may belong in different power
classes having different maximum transmit power levels.

Network controller 130 may couple to a set of base stations
and may provide coordination and control for these base
stations. Network controller 130 may communicate with the
base stations via a backhaul. The base stations may also
communicate with one another via the backhaul.

UEs 120 may be dispersed throughout wireless network
100, and each UE may be stationary or mobile. A UE may also
be referred to as a node, a station, a mobile station, a terminal,
an access terminal, a subscriber unit, etc. A UE may be a
cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a wireless
modem, a wireless communication device, a handheld
device, a laptop computer, a cordless phone, a wireless local
loop (WLL) station, a smart phone, a netbook, a smartbook,
etc. A UE may be able to communicate with base stations,
relay stations, other UEs, etc.

In the description herein, P2P communication refers to
direct communication between two or more UEs, without
going through a network entity such as a base station or a
relay station. WAN communication refers to communication
between a UE and a remote station (e.g., another UE) via at
least one network entity such as a base station or a relay
station. A node may be a base station, a relay station, a UE,
etc.

Conventional WANSs do not support direct communication
between UEs. Hence, any UE-to-UE traffic is first transmitted
by asource UE to its serving base station and subsequently by
the same base station or a different base station to a destina-
tion UE. This WAN-centric approach is natural and proven to
be effective in many cases, especially if the UEs are located
far apart from each other.

However, direct communication between UEs may offer
efficiency and other benefits if the UEs are close-by. In par-
ticular, efficiency may improve for direct communication
because the pathloss between two UEs may be substantially
smaller than the pathloss between each UE and its closest
base station. Furthermore, efficiency may improve because
only a single transmission “hop” is needed for direct commu-
nication between two UEs whereas two transmission hops are
needed for WAN communication—one transmission hop on
the uplink from the source UE to its serving base station and
another transmission hop on the downlink from the same or
different base station to the destination UE.

A UE may support P2P communication and may detect for
peer UEs, e.g., when the UE operates in a P2P mode or is
directed by an end user. If the UE discovers a peer UE, then
the UE may attempt to communicate with the peer UE. How-
ever, the channel quality between the two UEs may be poor,
and communication between the UEs may have poor quality
and may also adversely impact the operation of other UEs in
the wireless network.

In an aspect, a UE may make an association decision to
engage in either P2P communication or WAN communica-
tion. The association decision may have a large impact on
network performance and may be made based on association
rules defined to limit complexity at the UE while providing
good network performance. In one design, the association
rules may be defined based on one or more simple criteria,
which may be related to channel quality, as described below.

FIG. 2 shows a flow diagram of a design of a process 200
for making an association decision for P2P communication or
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WAN communication. A UE 120x may perform peer discov-
ery to detect for other UEs (step 1). The peer discovery
process may include (i) transmitting a peer detection signal
by UE 120x to allow other UEs to detect the presence of UE
120x and/or (ii) detecting for peer detection signals transmit-
ted by other UEs to announce their presence and/or services.
UE 120x may detect a peer UE 120y from the peer discovery
process.

UE 120x may receive and measure a P2P signal from peer
UE 120y (step 2). The P2P signal may comprise the peer
detection signal, a reference/pilot signal, and/or some other
signal from peer UE 120y. The measurement may be for
received power, received signal quality, etc. Received power
may also be referred to as received signal strength, pilot
strength, etc. Received signal quality may be quantified by a
carrier-to-interference ratio (C/I), a signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR), a signal-to-noise-and-interference ratio (SINR), a
carrier-over-thermal (CoT), etc. For clarity, much of the
description below refers to C/I for received signal quality.
Received power and received signal quality may be two
exemplary measures of channel quality.

UE 120x may also search for base stations within its vicin-
ity and may detect base station 110y. UE 120x may receive
and measure a WAN signal from base station 110y (step 3). In
general, steps 1, 2 and 3 in FIG. 2 may be performed in any
order. Steps 1 and 2 may be performed separately, as shown in
FIG. 2. Step 2 may also be part of step 1, and UE 120x may
make measurements for peer UE 120y during the peer dis-
covery process.

UE 120x may compute metrics for peer UE 120y and base
station 110y based on the measurements for the peer UE and
the base station (step 4). The metrics may relate to channel
quality and may be computed as described below. UE 120x
may make a decision to associate with peer UE 120y for P2P
communication or with the WAN for communication via base
station 110y (step 5). The association decision may be based
on association rules, which may be defined based on the
metrics for peer UE 120y and base station 110y.

UE 120x may communicate directly with peer UE 120y if
a decision is made to associate with the peer UE (step 6A).
Alternatively, UE 120x may communicate via base station
110y if a decision is made to associate with the WAN (step
6B).

In general, association rules may be defined based on any
number of criteria and any criterion. However, it may be
desirable to use simple criteria based on measurements that
can be made readily by UE 120x in order to reduce complex-
ity. Some exemplary association rules based on simple crite-
ria are described below.

In one design, association rules may be defined based on
received power. In this design, a metric for each node may
correspond to the received power of that node at a UE making
an association decision. In the example shown in FIG. 2, UE
120x may measure the received power of peer UE 120y and
may also measure the received power of base station 110y.
UE 120x may then make an association decision based on
maximum received power. In particular, UE 120x may asso-
ciate with peer UE 120y and communicate peer-to-peer if the
received power of peer UE 120y is higher than the received
power of base station 110y. Conversely, UE 120x may asso-
ciate with the WAN and communicate via base station 110y if
the received power of base station 110y is higher than the
received power of peer UE 120y. Since macro base stations
typically have a much higher transmit power level than UEs
(e.g., +43 dBm for macro base stations versus +23 dBm for
UESs), association decisions based on received power may be
biased more toward WAN communication.
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In another design, association rules may be defined based
on pathloss. In this design, a metric for each node may cor-
respond to the pathloss between that node and a UE making
an association decision. In the example shown in FIG. 2, UE
120x may measure the received power of peer UE 120y and
may determine the pathloss between UE 120x and UE 120y
based on the difference between the transmit power (in dBm)
of UE 120y and the received power (in dBm) of UE 120y. UE
120x may also measure the received power of base station
110y and may determine the pathloss between base station
110y and UE 120x based on the difference between the trans-
mit power (in dBm) of base station 110y and the received
power (in dBm) of base station 120y. UE 120x may then make
an association decision based on minimum pathloss. In par-
ticular, UE 120x may associate with peer UE 120y and com-
municate peer-to-peer if the pathloss between UE 120x and
UE 120y is less than the pathloss between base station 110y
and UE 120x. Conversely, UE 120x may associate with the
WAN and communicate via base station 110y if the pathloss
for base station 110y is less than the pathloss for peer UE
120y. Since pathloss takes into account the transmit power
level of each node, association decisions based on pathloss
may be biased more toward P2P communication.

Ifthe pathloss between UE 120x and UE 120y is small, then
P2P communication would likely be beneficial since rela-
tively low transmit power may be sufficient to overcome noise
and interference at the receiver of each UE. In such a scenario,
P2P communication between UE 120x and UE 120y may
generate a small amount of interference to other UEs operat-
ing on the same frequency. To reduce interference, the trans-
mit power of each UE may be controlled to not exceed the
transmit power level needed to achieve good performance via
the P2P link between the two UEs.

In one design, an offset may be used to bias association
decisions more toward either the WAN or peer UE. The offset
may be (i) a fixed value that is used all the time or (ii) a
configurable value that can change over time. The offset may
be applicable for all UEs and may be broadcast to the UEs or
specified in a standard. The offset may also be configurable
for each UE (e.g., via higher layers) and may be signaled to
the UE. The offset may be applied to the metrics for peer UEs
or the metrics for base stations and may marginally increase
the complexity of association.

Table 1 lists exemplary values of various parameters of
base station 110y and UE 120y that are pertinent for associa-
tion. In the example shown in Table 1, base station 110y has a
transmit power level of +43 dBm and an antenna gain of 13
dB. The pathloss between base station 110y and UE 120x is
100 dB, and the received power of base station 110y at UE
120x is -44 dBm. Peer UE 120y has a transmit power level of
+23 dBm and an antenna gain of 0 dB. The pathloss between
UE 120x and UE 120y is 70 dB, and the received power of
peer UE 120y at UE 120x is —-47 dBm.

TABLE 1

Base station 110y Peer UE 120y

Transmit power level +43 dBm +23 dBm
Antenna gain 13 dB 0 dB
Pathloss to UE 120x 100 dB 70 dB
Received power at UE 120x -44 dBm -47 dBm
Offset based on received power 0 dB 5 dB
Adjusted received power with offset -44 dBm -42 dBm

In the example shown in Table 1, if association rules are
defined based on received power, then UE 120x would asso-
ciate with the WAN and communicate via base station 110y
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since the —44 dBm received power of base station 110y is
higher than the —47 dBm received power of peer UE 120y at
UE 120x. However, if association rules are defined based on
pathloss, then UE 120x would associate with peer UE 120x
and communicate peer-to-peer since the 70 dB pathloss for
peer UE 120y is less than the 100 dB pathloss for base station
110y. As illustrated by the example in Table 1, different
metrics may favor association with different nodes and may
result in different association by UE 120x. In particular, the
example in Table 1 shows that received power favors alloca-
tion with the WAN whereas pathloss favors association with
the peer UE.

In the example shown in Table 1, an offset of 5 dB may be
applied to the received power of peer UE 120y, and no offset
may be applied to the received power of base station 110y. An
adjusted received power of peer UE 120y would then be —42
dBm, and an adjusted received power of base station 110y
would be —44 dBm. If association rules are defined based on
received power with offset, then UE 120x would associate
with peer UE 120y and communicate peer-to-peer since the
-42 dBm adjusted received power of UE 120y is higher than
the —44 dBm adjusted received power of base station 110y at
UE 120x. As illustrated by the example in Table 1, the offset
applied to the received power of peer UE 120y can change the
bias toward favoring association with the peer UE. In particu-
lar, the example in Table 1 shows that UE 120x may associate
with the WAN using association rules based on received
power without offset but may associate with the peer UE
using association rules based on received power with offset.

Table 1 shows an example in which an offset of 5 dB is
applied to the received power of peer UE 120y. An offset of 33
dB can compensate for the difterent transmit power levels and
different antenna gains of base station 110y and peer UE
120y. Hence, an offset of 33 dB applied to the received power
of peer UE 120y would result in association based on maxi-
mum received power with offset being equivalent to associa-
tion based on minimum pathloss without offset. In general, an
offset may be applied to received power, pathloss, or some
other metric. An offset may also be applied to the metrics of
base stations or peer UEs.

In yet another design, association rules may be defined
based on long-term channel gain/strength. The channel gain
of a node may be related to the pathloss of the node (e.g., a
pathloss of 100 dB may correspond to a channel gain of -100
dB). In this design, a metric for each node may correspond to
the long-term channel gain for that node at a UE making an
association decision. In the example shown in FIG. 2, UE
120x may measure and average the received power of peer UE
120y and may determine the long-term channel gain G, for
UE 120y. UE 120x may also measure and average the
received power of base station 110y and may determine the
long-term channel gain Gz for base station 110y. UE 120x
may determine a channel difference, which may be the dif-
ference between the long-term channel gain (in dB) for base
station 110y and the long-term channel gain (in dB) for UE
120y, or ChanDiff=G;~G . UE 120x may then make an
association decision based on the channel difference. In par-
ticular, UE 120x may associate with peer UE 120y and com-
municate peer-to-peer if the channel difference is larger (or
smaller) than a threshold. Conversely, UE 120x may associate
with the WAN and communicate via base station 110y if the
channel difference is smaller (or larger) than the threshold.
The use of “larger” or “smaller” inequality is dependent on
whether the bias is towards associating with the WAN or the
peer UE.

In yet another design, association rules may be defined
based on short-term or long-term C/I. In this design, a metric
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for each node may correspond to the C/I of that node ata UE
making an association decision. In the example shown in FI1G.
2, UE 120x may measure (and possibly average) the C/I of
peer UE 120y. UE 120x may also measure (and possibly
average) the C/I of base station 110y. UE 120x may measure
the C/I of each node based on a reference signal/pilot, or a
control channel, or a data channel, or a combination thereof
from the node. UE 120x may then make an association deci-
sion based on maximum C/I. In particular, UE 120x may
associate with peer UE 120y and communicate peer-to-peer if
the C/1 of UE 120y is better than the C/I of base station 110y.
Conversely, UE 120x may associate with the WAN and com-
municate via base station 110y if the C/I of UE 120y is worse
than the C/I of base station 110y.

Association rules may also be defined based on other cri-
teria such as throughput, leakage, etc. Throughput may be
determined by estimating the C/I of a node, converting the
estimated C/I to spectral efficiency based on a capacity func-
tion, and multiplying the spectral efficiency by the operating
bandwidth. The leakage of a base station may comprise inter-
ference due to the base station at UEs not served by the base
station. A metric for a base station may comprise a signal-to-
leakage ratio (SLR), a geometry-to-leakage ratio (GLR), ora
throughput-to-leakage ratio (TLR).

In some designs, association rules may be defined based on
a single criterion such as received power, or pathloss, or
long-term channel gain, or C/I, or some other criterion, as
described above. In other designs, association rules may be
defined based on a combination of criteria.

In one design, association rules may be defined based on a
combination of pathloss and channel difference. UE 120x
may associate with peer UE 120y and communicate peer-to-
peerif (i) the pathloss for UE 120y is smaller than the pathloss
for base station 110y and (ii) the channel difference is larger
(or smaller) than a threshold. The channel difference criterion
may ensure that UEs with good coverage from base stations
have a larger bias towards associating with the WAN instead
of'the peer UEs.

In another design, association rules may be defined based
on a combination of received power and channel difference.
In general, association rules may be defined based on any
combination of criteria, which may include received power,
or pathloss, or channel difference, or C/I, or a combination
thereof

Whether P2P communication provides performance ben-
efits over WAN communication may depend on (i) the chan-
nel quality of the direct/P2P link between UEs and (ii) the
channel quality of the WAN links between the UEs and their
serving base stations. Association rules based on the channel
quality of the P2P link and WAN links may provide perfor-
mance benefits.

In one design, association may be performed jointly for
both the downlink and uplink. For example, UE 120x may
make a decision to associate with either the WAN or peer UE
120y for communication on both the downlink and uplink. In
another design, association may be performed separately for
the downlink and uplink. For example, UE 120x may make a
decision to associate with the WAN for communication onthe
downlink and to associate with peer UE 120y for communi-
cation on the uplink.

In the designs described above, association may be per-
formed by a UE to determine whether to associate with the
WAN or a peer UE. In other designs, association may be
performed by a network entity such as a base station or arelay
station. The network entity may receive pertinent information
from a UE for which association is performed and may make
an association decision for the UE based on any of the asso-
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ciation rules described above. The network entity may explic-
itly or implicitly signal the association decision to the UE.

Interference coordination between the WAN and P2P UEs
may be performed to ensure good performance. Interference
coordination may include two components. First, if P2P
transmissions are sent on the same frequency used by the
WAN, then the P2P transmissions will cause interference to
WAN transmissions, and vice versa. The severity of this inter-
ference may depend on channel conditions and may require
resource coordination to assign orthogonal resources to inter-
fering WAN and P2P nodes. Interference coordination
between the WAN and P2P nodes may be avoided by having
the P2P nodes operate on a dedicated frequency or on semi-
statically allocated/configured resources on which the WAN
is not active. Second, interference coordination among P2P
nodes may be performed since P2P transmissions may
strongly interfere with each other. This may be achieved by
performing resource coordination to assign orthogonal
resources to interfering groups of P2P nodes. Interference
coordination among the P2P nodes may be needed regardless
of' whether P2P transmissions are sent on the same frequency
used by the WAN or on a dedicated frequency.

Association and resource allocation for interference coor-
dination may be performed separately (possibly by different
entities). Association and resource allocation may also be
performed jointly since association decisions typically
impact resource allocation, and vice versa. Association and
resource allocation may be performed jointly by computing
suitable metrics for different possible scenarios of association
and resource allocation and then selecting the scenario with
the best metric.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of a design of an apparatus
300 supporting association. Apparatus 300 may be part of a
UE or some other entity. Within apparatus 300, a peer detec-
tion module 312 may process a received signal to detect for
the presence of peer UEs and may provide information (e.g.,
a UE identity (ID)) for each detected peer UE. A measure-
ment module 314 may make measurements (e.g., for received
power, C/1, etc.) for each detected peer UE based on a P2P
signal received from that peer UE. A metric computation
module 316 may compute one or more metrics (e.g., for
received power, pathloss, short-term or long-term C/I, long-
term channel gain, etc.) for each detected peer UE based on
the measurements for that peer UE.

Similarly, a cell search module 322 may process the
received signal to detect for the presence of base stations and
may provide information (e.g., a cell ID) for each detected
base station. A measurement module 324 may make measure-
ments for each detected base station based on a WAN signal
received from that base station. A metric computation module
326 may compute one or more metrics for each detected base
station based on the measurements for that base station.

An association decision module 330 may receive the met-
rics for the detected peer UEs from module 316 and the
metrics for the detected base stations from module 326. Mod-
ule 330 may make a decision to associate with the WAN or a
peer UE based on the metrics for the peer UEs and base
stations. Module 330 may provide the association decision to
communication modules 332 and 342. Module 332 may com-
municate peer-to-peer with a peer UE if association with the
peer UE is selected. Module 342 may communicate via a base
station if association with the WAN is selected.

FIG. 4A shows a design of a process 400 for performing
association. Process 400 may be performed by a first UE (as
described below) or by some other entity (e.g., a base station).
The first UE may discover a peer UE, e.g., through a peer
discovery process (e.g., 412). The first UE may determine a
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first metric for the peer UE (block 414) and may also deter-
mine a second metric for a base station in a WAN (block 416).
The base station may be a macro base station, or a femto base
station, or a pico base station, or a relay station, etc. The first
UE may decide whether to associate with the peer UE for P2P
communication or with the WAN for communication via the
base station based on the first and second metrics (block 418).

With reference to FIGS. 4B-C, there are shown further
operations or aspects of the method 400 that are optional and
may be performed by a UE or the like. If the method 400
includes at least one block of FIGS. 4B-C, then the method
400 may terminate after the at least one block, without nec-
essarily having to include any subsequent downstream
block(s) that may be illustrated. It is further noted that num-
bers of the blocks do not imply a particular order in which the
blocks may be performed according to the method 400. For
example, with reference to FIG. 4B, in one design of block
414, the first UE may receive a P2P signal from the peer UE
(block 420), make measurements of the received power of the
P2P signal (block 422), and determine the first metric based
on the measurement (block 424). The first UE may determine
the second metric for the base station in a similar manner in
block 416.

In one design of blocks 414 and 416, the first metric may be
determined based on the received power of the peer UE at the
first UE, and the second metric may be determined based on
the received power of the base station at the first UE (block
430). In another design, the first metric may be determined
based on the pathloss between the peer UE and the first UE,
and the second metric may be determined based on the path-
loss between the base station and the first UE (block 432). In
yet another design, the first metric may be determined based
on a long-term channel gain for the peer UE, and the second
metric may be determined based on a long-term channel gain
for the base station (block 434). In yet another design, the first
metric may be determined based on a C/1 of the peer UE at the
first UE, and the second metric may be determined based on
aC/I of the base station at the first UE (block 436). In general,
the first metric may be determined based on measurements
related to channel quality for the peer UE, and the second
metric may be determined based on measurements related to
channel quality for the base station (block 438).

With reference to F1G. 4C, in one design, the first metric or
the second metric may be determined based on an offset
(block 440). The offset may be selected to favor association
with the peer UE over the WAN (block 442). Alternatively, the
offset may be selected to favor association with the WAN over
the peer UE (block 444). The offset may be configured for the
first UE, or broadcast by the base station or WAN, or specified
(e.g., in a standard), or obtained in other manners. In general,
the first UE may receive a parameter from the WAN and may
determine the first metric and/or the second metric based on
the parameter.

In one design, the first UE may determine a channel dif-
ference indicative of the difference between a long-term
channel gain for the peer UE and a long-term channel gain for
the base station (block 450). The first UE may decide whether
to associate with the peer UE or the WAN based further on the
channel difference. For example, the first and second metrics
may relate to pathloss. The first UE may associate with the
peer UE if (i) the pathloss between the two UEs is less than the
pathloss between the base station and the first UE and (ii) the
channel difference is greater than a threshold. The first UE
may associate with the WAN otherwise (block 452).

In another design, the first UE may determine a long-term
C/1 of the peer UE and a long-term C/I of the base station
(block 460). The first UE may decide to associate with the
peer UE or the WAN based further on the long-term C/I of the
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peer UE and the long-term C/1 of the base station (block 462).
In general, any number of metrics may be determined based
on any number of criteria for each of the peer UE and the base
station and may be used to make association decision.

In accordance with one or more aspects of the embodi-
ments described herein, there are provided devices and appa-
ratuses for distributed DFS, as described above with reference
to FIGS. 4A-C. With reference to FIG. 6, there is provided an
exemplary apparatus 600 that may be configured as a mobile
entity (e.g., UE or the like), or as a processor or similar
device/component for use within. The apparatus 600 may
include functional blocks that can represent functions imple-
mented by a processor, software, or combination thereof (e.g.,
firmware). For example, apparatus 600 may include an elec-
trical component or module 612 for discovering a peer UE.
The apparatus 600 may include a component 614 for deter-
mining a first metric for the peer UE. The apparatus 600 may
include a component 616 for determining a second metric for
a base station in a WAN. The apparatus 600 may include a
component 618 for deciding whether to associate with the
peer UE for P2P communication or with the WAN for com-
munication via the base station based on the first and second
metrics.

In related aspects, the apparatus 600 may optionally
include a processor component 650 having at least one pro-
cessor, in the case of the apparatus 600 configured as a mobile
entity (e.g., UE), rather than as a processor. The processor
650, in such case, may be in operative communication with
the components 612-618 via a bus 652 or similar communi-
cation coupling. The processor 650 may effect initiation and
scheduling of the processes or functions performed by elec-
trical components 612-618.

In further related aspects, the apparatus 600 may include a
radio transceiver component 654. A stand alone receiver and/
or stand alone transmitter may be used in lieu of or in con-
junction with the transceiver 654. The apparatus 600 may
optionally include a component for storing information, such
as, for example, a memory device/component 656. The com-
puter readable medium or the memory component 656 may
be operatively coupled to the other components of the appa-
ratus 600 via the bus 652 or the like. The memory component
656 may be adapted to store computer readable instructions
and data for effecting the processes and behavior of the com-
ponents 612-618, and subcomponents thereof, or the proces-
sor 650, or the methods disclosed herein. The memory com-
ponent 656 may retain instructions for executing functions
associated with the components 612-618. While shown as
being external to the memory 656, it is to be understood that
the components 612-618 can exist within the memory 656. It
is further noted that the components in FIG. 6 may comprise
processors, electronic devices, hardware devices, electronic
sub-components, logical circuits, memories, software codes,
firmware codes, etc., or any combination thereof

FIG. 5 shows a block diagram of a design of a base station/
eNB 110 and a UE 120, which may be one of the base
stations/eNBs and one of the UEs in FIG. 1. Base station 110
may be equipped with T antennas 534a through 5347, and UE
120 may be equipped with R antennas 552a through 5527,
where in general T=1 and R=1.

At base station 110, a transmit processor 520 may receive
data for one or more UEs from a data source 512 and control
information from a controller/processor 540. Processor 520
may process (e.g., encode and modulate) the data and control
information to obtain data symbols and control symbols,
respectively. A transmit (TX) multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) processor 530 may perform spatial processing (e.g.,
precoding) on the data symbols, the control symbols, and/or
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reference symbols, if applicable, and may provide T output
symbol streams to T modulators (MODs) 532a through 5321.
Each modulator 532 may process a respective output symbol
stream (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to obtain an output sample
stream. Each modulator 532 may further process (e.g., con-
vert to analog, amplify, filter, and upconvert) the output
sample stream to obtain a downlink signal. T downlink sig-
nals from modulators 532a through 532¢ may be transmitted
via T antennas 534a through 534z, respectively.

At UE 120, antennas 552a through 5527 may receive the
downlink signals from base station 110 and other base sta-
tions, receive P2P signals from other UEs, and provide
received signals to demodulators (DEMODs) 5544 through
554r, respectively. Each demodulator 554 may condition
(e.g., filter, amplify, downconvert, and digitize) its received
signal to obtain input samples. Each demodulator 554 may
further process the input samples (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to
obtain received symbols. A MIMO detector 556 may obtain
received symbols from all R demodulators 554a through
554y, perform MIMO detection on the received symbols if
applicable, and provide detected symbols. A receive proces-
sor 558 may process (e.g., demodulate and decode) the
detected symbols, provide decoded data for UE 120 to a data
sink 560, and provide decoded control information to a con-
troller/ processor 580.

On the uplink, at UE 120, a transmit processor 564 may
receive and process data from a data source 562 and control
information from controller/processor 580. Transmit proces-
sor 564 may also generate symbols for P2P communication
(e.g., symbols for a peer detection signal and a P2P signal).
The symbols from transmit processor 564 may be precoded
by a TX MIMO processor 566 if applicable, further processed
by modulators 554a through 554r (e.g., for SC-FDM,
OFDM, etc.), and transmitted to base station 110, other base
stations, and/or other UEs. At base station 110, the uplink
signals from UE 120 and other UEs may be received by
antennas 534, processed by demodulators 532, detected by a
MIMO detector 536 if applicable, and further processed by a
receive processor 538 to obtain decoded data and control
information sent by UE 120 and other UEs. Processor 538
may provide the decoded data to a data sink 539 and the
decoded control information to controller/processor 540.

Controllers/processors 540 and 580 may direct the opera-
tion at base station 110 and UE 120, respectively. Processor
580 and/or other processors and modules at UE 120 may
perform the processing for UE 120x in FIG. 2. Processor 580
and/or other processors and modules at UE 120 may also
implement various modules in FIG. 3. Processor 580 and/or
other processors and modules at UE 120 may also perform or
direct process 400 in FIGS. 4A-C and/or other processes for
the techniques described herein. Memories 542 and 582 may
store data and program codes for base station 110 and UE 120,
respectively. A scheduler 544 may schedule UEs for data
transmission on the downlink and/or uplink.

In one configuration, apparatus 120 for wireless commu-
nication may include means for discovering a peer UE by a
first UE, means for determining a first metric for the peer UE,
means for determining a second metric for a base station in a
WAN, and means for deciding whether to associate with the
peer UE for P2P communication or with the WAN for com-
munication via the base station based on the first and second
metrics.

In an aspect, the aforementioned means may be processors
580 and/or other processors at UE 120, which may be con-
figured to perform the functions recited by the aforemen-
tioned means. In another aspect, the aforementioned means
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may be one or more modules or any apparatus configured to
perform the functions recited by the aforementioned means.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields
or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software,
or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented or performed with a general-purpose proces-
sor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration.

The steps of amethod or algorithm described in connection
with the disclosure herein may be embodied directly in hard-
ware, in a software module executed by a processor, or in a
combination of the two. A software module may reside in
RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to
the processor such that the processor can read information
from, and write information to, the storage medium. In the
alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the pro-
cessor. The processor and the storage medium may reside in
an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may reside
as discrete components in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary designs, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium. Com-
puter-readable media includes both computer storage media
and communication media including any medium that facili-
tates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage media may be any available media that can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
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readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above should also be included within the scope of computer-
readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the disclo-
sure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Thus, the
disclosure is not intended to be limited to the examples and
designs described herein but is to be accorded the widest
scope consistent with the principles and novel features dis-
closed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method operable by a first user equipment (UE) for
wireless communication, comprising:

discovering a peer UE;

determining a first metric for peer-to-peer (P2P) commu-

nication with the peer UE;

determining a second metric for communicating with a

base station in a wide area cellular network;

applying different offsets to the first and second metrics to

generate an adjusted first metric and an adjusted second
metric, wherein the different offsets create an associa-
tion bias to either the peer UE or the wide area cellular
network; and

deciding whether to associate with the peer UE for the P2P

communication or with the wide area cellular network
for communication via the base station, based on the
adjusted first and second metrics.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric for the peer UE comprises:

receiving a P2P signal from the peer UE;

making measurements of received power of the received

P2P signal; and

determining the first metric based on the measurements.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric comprises determining the first metric based on
received power of the peer UE at the first UE, and wherein the
determining the second metric comprises determining the
second metric based on received power of the base station at
the first UE.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric comprises determining the first metric based on path-
loss between the peer UE and the first UE, and wherein the
determining the second metric comprises determining the
second metric based on pathloss between the base station and
the first UE.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric comprises determining the first metric based on a
long-term channel gain for the peer UE, and wherein the
determining the second metric comprises determining the
second metric based on a long-term channel gain for the base
station.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric comprises determining the first metric based on a
carrier-to-interference ratio (C/I) of the peer UE at the first
UE, and wherein the determining the second metric com-
prises determining the second metric based on a C/I of the
base station at the first UE.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the first
metric comprises determining the first metric based on mea-
surements related to channel quality for the peer UE, and
wherein the determining the second metric comprises deter-
mining the second metric based on measurements related to
channel quality for the base station.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first metric or the
second metric is determined based on an offset selected to
favor association with the peer UE over the wide area cellular
network.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first metric or the
second metric is determined based on an offset selected to
favor association with the wide area cellular network over the
peer UE.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a parameter from the wide area cellular network;

and

determining the first metric, or the second metric, or both

based on the parameter received from the wide area
cellular network.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a channel difference indicative of a difference between a
long-term channel gain for the peer UE and a long-term
channel gain for the base station, wherein whether to associ-
ate with the peer UE or the wide area cellular network is
decided based further on the channel difference.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first metric relates
to pathloss between the peer UE and the first UE, wherein the
second metric relates to pathloss between the base station and
the first UE, and wherein the deciding whether to associate
with the peer UE or the wide area cellular network comprises:

associating with the peer UE if the pathloss between the

peer UE and the first UE is less than the pathloss between
the base station and the first UE and further if the channel
difference is greater than a threshold; and

associating with the wide area cellular network if associa-

tion with the peer UE is not selected.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a long-term carrier-to-interference ratio (C/I)

of'the peer UE;

determining a long-term C/I of the base station; and

deciding whether to associate with the peer UE or the wide

area cellular network based further on the long-term C/I
of'the peer UE and the long-term C/I of the base station.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the base station com-
prises a macro base station.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the base station com-
prises one of a femto base station, a pico base station, and a
relay station.
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16. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:
at least one processor configured to:
discover a peer user equipment (UE) by a first UE;
determine a first metric for peer-to-peer (P2P) communi-
cation with the peer UE;
determine a second metric for communicating with a base
station in a wide area cellular network;
apply different offsets to the first and second metrics to
generate an adjusted first metric and an adjusted second
metric, wherein the different offsets create an associa-
tion bias to either the peer UE or the wide area cellular
network; and
decide whether to associate with the peer UE for the P2P
communication or with the wide area cellular network
for communication via the base station, based on the
adjusted first and second metrics; and
a memory coupled to the at least one processor for storing
data.
17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the at least one
processor determines the first metric for the peer UE by:
receiving a P2P signal from the peer UE;
making measurements of received power of the received
P2P signal; and
determining the first metric based on the measurements.
18. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the at least one
processor determines the first metric based on received power
of the peer UE at the first UE, and wherein the at least one
processor determines the second metric based on received
power of the base station at the first UE.
19. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:
means for discovering a peer user equipment (UE) by a first
UE;
means for determining a first metric for peer-to-peer
(P2P) communication with the peer UE;
means for determining a second metric for communicat-
ing with a base station in a wide area cellular network;
means for applying different offsets to the first and sec-
ond metrics to generate an adjusted first metric and an
adjusted second metric, wherein the different offsets
create an association bias to either the peer UE or the
wide area cellular network; and
means for deciding whether to associate with the peer
UE for the P2P communication or with the wide area
cellular network for communication via the base sta-
tion, based on the adjusted first and second metrics.
20. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing code for causing a computer to:
discover a peer user equipment (UE) by a first UE;
determine a first metric for peer-to-peer (P2P) communi-
cation with the peer UE;
determine a second metric for communicating with a base
station in a wide area cellular network;
apply different offsets to the first and second metrics to
generate an adjusted first metric and an adjusted second
metric, wherein the different offsets create an associa-
tion bias to either the peer UE or the wide area cellular
network; and
decide whether to associate with the peer UE for the P2P
communication or with the wide area cellular network
for communication via the base station, based on the
adjusted first and second metrics.
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